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From the Desk of the Principal: 

 

“The time has come the walrus said, to talk of many things, of shoes and ships and sealing wax 

and cabbages and kings.”  Lewis Carroll 

 

This is a note to let all of you (families and friends) of Lake Harriet Community School,  especially 

those of the lower campus, know that I wiil not be returning to the LHCS  for the 2011-2012 school year.  

I have decided to retire in June.  My three years at LHCS have been pure pleasure thanks to the smart 

and thought-filled teachers and staff, committed parents and friends, children who love to learn, and the 

strong, creative leadership of Mary Rynchek.  My replacement will be named soon. 

 

Now I must tend to ―cabbages and kings‖. 

 

Ellen Murphy, POSA at the Lower Campus  

 

Dear Families, 

       

As you have read by now, Ellen Murphy, our administrator at the Lower Campus, is going to retire 

at the end of this school year. It has been wonderful working with Ellen over the past three years. The 

children at the Lower Campus know her well and have enjoyed her as ―their principal.‖  Ellen has been a 

strong advocate for the Lower Campus and an instrumental leader in our ―Expanded Choice Is Yours‖ 

partnership with the north side. We have been fortunate to have her leadership, experience and dedication 

to the children. She will be missed a great deal.  

 

      The district has announced that Jan Parrish will work in Ellen’s place next year. Jan is currently the 

principal at Green Central Elementary. She will serve in the role as a Principal On Special Assignment, as 

did Ellen. Merry Tilleson and I welcome Jan to our administrative team. 

 

      As the mountain of snow melted down near the staff parking lot on 49th and Vincent at Upper 

Campus it became apparent that the snow plow ran into one of the three memorial benches near the flag 

pole and damaged it beyond repair. 

 

      The school district will have quarterly marking periods next year, with the first report being in the 

form of a parent teacher conference. This will give parents more feedback on their child’s progress. 

 

      This spring the Lake Harriet Community School students in grades three through eight will not be 

taking the MAP tests.  Because we are achieving annual yearly progress, this spring we are not required to 

do this test. Students in third through eighth grades will take the MCA tests. Second grade students will 

take the MAP tests because they do not take the MCA tests. This should relieve our students of some test 

overload this spring and create more teaching time for staff. Our students will resume taking the MAP 

tests in the fall.    

 

Spring is here and it is time for our middle grades students to all go outside again for recess. We 

will not be holding recess by choice in the atrium beyond this week. Please be sure your children wear 

clothing for whatever the weather may dictate. 

 



      Paula, our upper campus secretary, will be out of the office April 7th through 13th   During this time 

we are asking parents to please be sure and call into the school office at upper campus and let us know 

why your child will not be in school.   

 

  The Student Council and the Diversity Committee are planning a May event called ―Sleep Out For 

Shelter.‖  All students will be seeking pledges to support their Service Learning project of Housing For 

Haiti. Watch for more information to come home and appear in the Connection closer to the event. 

 

     This is a reminder for upper campus bicycle riders to lock up your bikes to the racks each day and 

wear your bike helmet. Last year there was some vandalism and theft of bikes that were not locked.  Lake 

Harriet School encourages students to walk or ride their bikes to school for exercise now that spring is 

here. Students need to be careful not to run into people on the sidewalks. Skateboards and scooters may 

also be ridden to school. These items must be stored during the day and may not be used at recess. We 

are allowing our skateboarding students to play on the Washburn side of the school at the end of the day, 

after the dismissal crowd of people have left the ramp area. 

 

      We are happy to have Mr. Marchetti back full-time and Ms. Nachman back for a few hours each 

day. She will slowly increase her time here as her brain continues to heal.  

 

      Finally, for those of you who may not be aware, the Lake Harriet Community School has a new 

mission statement. This more closely reflects our program as it has evolved since the formation of the 

school,  twelve years ago.  ―The mission of Lake Harriet Community School is to challenge students to 

reach their full potential as knowledgeable, skilled, literate, compassionate, and confident global citizens 

by inspiring a love of learning, embracing diversity, and cultivating creativity, critical thinking and complex 

problem solving skills in science, technology, engineering and math (STEM).‖  Special thanks to the Site 

Council for their work on this and for meaningful input from the PTA.  

 

     Ms. Tilleson is reminding parents and students that the MCA Reading for third through eighth 

grades is on Tuesday, April 12th and  Wednesday,  April 13th. This is a paper and pencil test.  The MCA 

Science for fifth will be the week of April 25th  and eighth grade will be Tuesday, May 17th. The Science 

tests are on line as is the math. The MCA Math for third through eighth grades begins the week of May 2. 

Please try to have your children in school during the tests. Remember, all students may eat a free school 

breakfast each school day. Eating a good breakfast is proven to benefit student performance. 

 

     Finally, please remember the children do not come to school on Friday, April 22.   PTA is 

sponsoring a Parties Galore Minnesota Twins baseball game against Cleveland that evening. The school 

will have 200 people at the game. Thank you to all the families that were able to purchase the tickets on 

short notice. 

Sincerely, 

Mary Rynchek 

Principal 

 

Letter from the Superintendent 

 

Dear Families, 

 

The current K-12 education bill moving through the Minnesota Legislature would deal a harsh blow 

to urban school districts such as Minneapolis Public Schools. In the Senate bill, MPS would lose $17 million 

in aid over the next two years. In the House bill, MPS would lose $27 million over the same time period. 

The House bill also raises Minneapolis property taxes by $22 million over two years. Both House and 

Senate bills cut spending to at-risk students in order to fund only a modest increase in the general 

education formula. 

 

These monumental cuts would be detrimental to our students and families. If signed into law, this 

legislation would greatly hamper our efforts to close the achievement gap, provide a high quality 

education and meet the diverse needs of all of our students. 

 

We use the state’s investment in integration and compensatory aid wisely and we spend local 



resources above and beyond those provided because we recognize the importance of the programs this 

aid funds.  Integration revenue in Minneapolis supports parent choice and transportation to our district 

magnet programs and key academic investments such as the Advancement Via Individual Determination 

(AVID) program at middle and high schools. Compensatory revenue supports key academic investments 

to close the achievement gap such as all-day kindergarten as well as staffing programs for students who 

receive special education services and English language learners. 

 

The cuts proposed by the legislature eliminate and redistribute funds at the expense of our state’s 

urban centers. While the bills freeze funding streams for compensatory education and special education, 

the majority of the cuts come from the elimination of integration aid. In the House bill, funds are taken 

from Minneapolis, St. Paul and Duluth, not to aid in closing the state’s budget deficit but for redistribution 

to other districts. 

 

Under the proposed legislation, we would need to cut up to $27 million from our current budget. 

We have worked diligently to build a system of sustainable financial management. Cuts of this magnitude 

fly in the face of our efforts on behalf of our students, families and Minneapolis residents. All of the 

following would be at risk: 

 

 Elimination of school choice; funding supports integration of our schools through the school choice 

system 

 Elimination or drastic reduction of all-day kindergarten 

 School start times may be impacted due to possible need for a tiered bus route system 

 Classes sizes would increase due to a reduction in staffing 

 Fewer resources for supplemental academic support, prevention and behavioral support services 

 and counseling support. 

 

The proposed budget bills must be signed by Governor Mark Dayton in order to become law. If they are 

not signed, the legislature must revisit the budget issue and may propose alternate solutions. The 

governor has proposed a budget that does not include drastic cuts to K-12 education. 

 

You may wish to contact the governor and legislative leaders to share your opinion on this issue. 

 

Governor Mark Dayton 

Office of the Governor 

130 State Capitol 

75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 

St. Paul, MN 55155 

Telephone: 651.201.3400 

Toll Free: 800.657.3717 

http://mn.gov/governor/contact-us/form 

 

Representative Kurt Zellers, District 32B 

Speaker of the House 

463 State Office Building 

100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 

Saint Paul, Minnesota 55155 

Telephone: 651.296.5502 

Email: rep.kurt.zellers@house.mn 

 

Senator Amy T. Koch, District 19 

Senate Majority Leader 

75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 

Capitol Building, Room 208 

St. Paul, MN 55155-1606 

Telephone: 651.296.5981 

Email: sen.amy.koch@senate.mn 

 

You may also wish to contact your own legislative representatives. To identify your legislators, visit: 



http://www.gis.leg.mn/OpenLayers/districts 

 

We are committed to our mission: we exist to ensure that all students learn. We know that we 

cannot do this work alone and we rely on the commitment of students, families and community members 

to help us meet our goals. We also depend on our elected representatives to execute fair judgment for the 

good of all, not to the harm of those in need. Thank you for your continued support of our schools, our 

students and our mission. 

 

Sincerely, 

Bernadeia H. Johnson 

Superintendent of Schools 

 

Thanks to Science Fair Co-Chairs 

Many thanks to Gretchen Lieving and Marie Domingo for heading up the Science Fair this year. Their 

countless hours of planning resulted in a sensational and educational event! This event allows students to 

explore and investigate their own wonderings about the world and then creatively represent their 

learnings to share with others. Unfortunately, the constraints of time and resources do not always afford 

teachers this opportunity in the classroom. Students at LHCS are very fortunate to have parent volunteers 

provide this enrichment opportunity! Gretchen and Marie are fine examples of ALL the amazing parent 

volunteers at LHCS! 

 

Harriet Helps Haiti  
 

 

Mark your calendar for this year’s premier service learning event – the LHCS Sleep Out for Shelter, May 

20, 2011. LHCS has partnered with the American Refugee Committee to raise funds that will provide 

shelters for Haitian families who have lost their homes and sleep without a roof night after night. Students 

and families who choose to participate will give up their shelter for one night and collect pledges from 

family and friends. The LHCS student council will be helping to plan this event. For more information, 

check out the service learning bulletin boards at upper and lower campus, the LHCS website, and future 

Connection articles. If you would like to be involved in helping with this event or have questions, please 

contact Maree Hampton, mmhampton@earthlink.net or Kathy Seipp at kseipp2@msn.com. 

 

This Weeks All School Party:  Namaste Night! 

Gather your friends or plan a fun date night! Join fellow parents for an energizing but relaxing yoga class 

and benefit Lake Harriet School at the same time. Don’t worry if you’ve never done yoga before – ANYONE 

can do yoga and all levels are welcome. Older children are welcome to attend. Fabulous door prizes from 

The Day Spa, Devanadi Yoga Studio, Lululemon, Manduka and more to be won by participants on the 

night! Wear comfortable clothing and bring a mat (if you have one)!   

 

Hosted by: Amy Howard howard.amye@gmail.com with questions   

Location:  LHCS upper campus   

Date: Thursday, April 14th  

Time: 7:00pm  

Cost: $15   

Number of Participants: 30 

 

These parties are available online now for purchase, go to "http://lakeharriet.mpls.k12.mn.us/" and click 

on the yellow Parties Galore Button. We haven’t met our fundraising goal for the year, so by attending 

these parties you are supporting our school all while having a great time! Hurry, parties will fill up fast. 

mailto:mmhampton@earthlink.net
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Keep your eyes on the website for more parties that are in the works. 

 

SCOOTER CITY Volunteers! 

 

SCOOTER CITY will soon be happening at the lower campus. For one week (April 25 - April 29), all 

physical education classes will be participating in Scooter City. If you are interested in volunteering during 

your child’s PE class time, Ms. Chase would love to hear from you! You can help run the ―restaurant‖, ―car 

wash‖, etc. You can contact Ms. Chase by email (cchase@mpls.k12.mn.us) or voice mail (668-7593). 

 

 

Dance Opportunities 

Laura Balfour Dance Company, located in Linden Hills is looking for boys age 11 and 12 to join their 

performance youth company. Boys that qualify would attend rehearsal free of charge as well as free class. 

The company performs for schools, in festivals and other art venues. If you are interested in more 

information, please contact Laura Balfour (612) 964-9607. If you are a boy that is not 11 or 12, or a girl, 

there are other opportunities through LBDC. Please let me know if you would like more information. Thank 

you! 

 

Lake Harriet Heroes 

Congratulations to the March Lake Harriet Heroes at Upper Campus! These students were chosen because 

they are respectful, responsible, safe, and ready to learn everyday they come to school.  

Grades 3-5: Noah W., Dylan P., Sonia C., Joliana Y., Audrey T., Nick M., Izzy G., Zoe S., Henry T., Aaron 

S., Betsy B., Evan L., Madeline G.  

 

Middle School: Nick D., Emma N., Jack J., Kia H., Emma C., Sadie H., Simon T., Henry K., Nathaniel L. 

Carnival Sponsorship – You Can Help! 

 

Support our school by sponsoring a game or room at the spring carnival!  This event is attended by the 

majority of LHCS families and it provides a great opportunity for both local businesses to reach new 

customers and for individuals show support for our school and this great event. 

 

Questions and interest can be directed to Donny at stellmaker@gmail.com 

 

Bullying and Cyberbullying 

 

Good news! If you were unable to attend the February 23rd PTA/PBS Bully Prevention Presentation by our 

district presenters Julie Young-Burns and Kate Houghten, you can view it at home on a DVD! Just email 

Julie Hirsch (julie.hirsch@mpls.k12.mn.us) and check-out a copy of the DVD to view at your leisure. 

(Thanks to Tony Staeger for his help in creating the DVDs). 

 

LHCS Fit for Fun Program 

 
Come check out the Lake Harriet Fit for Fun program!  We will have 6 practices on Tuesdays and 

Thursdays beginning on April 12th for grades K-3. 

 

Our practices will meet in the lower campus gym around 4:00 for stretching and warm up. 

(if 3rd graders want to participate, they need their own transportation from Upper campus and they 

can be a few minutes late to the warm up period, but should be able to join us by at least 4:15) 

 

At around 4:15 we will begin running on the sidewalk around the lower campus block, gradually working 

up to the race distance. 

 

The program culminates with our running club meeting at the Get in Gear race on Saturday, April 30th 

where all participates in the 2K (1.24 miles) kids Fit For Fun run get a medal and a t-shirt. 

 

More information will be given out at the first practice on 4/12, including where to go online to register for 

the race on 4/30. 
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Scott Devens (Scott.Devens@mpls.k12.mn.us) 

Second Grade teacher at lower 

 

 

Young Inventors Fair 

 

Congratulations to three Lake Harriet students for being selected to show their inventions at the Young 

Inventors Fair! The students are Isaac T., Lukas J. and Rebecca M. Only 100 students from 3rd through 

8th grades are asked to share their inventions at this wonderful event. Please join us at the Mall of 

America (Best Buy Rotunda) on Saturday, April 30th from 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. The event is free.  

 

Thank you, 

Kim Kirk Gifted/Talented services 

 

Tickets on Sale Now for Parties Galore Fundraiser 

 

 The  PTA Parties Galore fundraising event is finally here!! Parties Galore is a collection 

of many grade-level and all-school parties hosted by Lake Harriet parents and community 

members.  Tickets are now on sale to attend any number of fabulous parties from a Twins 

game to a fabulous Casino Night to a Pig Out B-B-Q.  Go to the Lake Harriet Community 

School website and follow the fundraining link to Parties Galore to purchase tickets or 

simply click:  http://lakeharriet.mpls.k12.mn.us/Parties_Galore.html 
 

 

Buy NOW before they are GONE!!  

 

More Parties Galore… 

Kindergarten Parents' BBQ - Pig Out for the PTA!   Kindergarten parents come join us at a favorite 

neighborhood establishment for a chance to nosh on a BBQ buffet and get to know each other better. 

 Your ticket includes food and beer.  Hosted by your Pit Masters:  Lora and Raj Joshi, Kristin and Steve 

Kelker, Sarah and Jeff Pitts, Cara and Dane Hartzell Location: Famous Dave's Linden Hills Date: 

Saturday, April 9, 2011 Time: 7-10 pm Ticket price: $35 per person Number of Participants: 52 

people, space is limited so buy you tickets now    

 LHCSalooza 

Dust off your Doc Martens and unearth your inner punk: Brit's Pub will host the 2nd annual LHCSaLooza, 

part of LHCS PTA Parties Galore fundraiser. Two electrifying acts will perform, featuring local critical faves 

- The 757s and prolific singer/songwriter Brad McLemore. Brit's Pub will offer drinks for purchase 

throughout the evening.  Reserved for for LHCSaLooza ticketholders only (limited to the first 190), this 

event will take place in Brit's Clubhouse. Your ticket covers entrance only. Don't delay! 

Hosted by: Brit's Pub and the LHCSaLooza Committee 

New Site Council Members 

 

Interested in Serving on Site Council? Each spring, the Site Council seeks new parent members to serve a 

two-year term. Site Council consists of eight parent representatives—some in the second year of their 

term and some in the first year. Interested parents will be asked to write a brief paragraph of interest to 

be reviewed by the nominating committee. In selecting members, the committee will strive for diversity of 

members to represent both campuses, and diversity of relevant life experience. If interested, contact 

Fiona Lefebvre, Site Council co-chair, by April 15 at fiona_lefebvre@hotmail.com or (612) 929-2620. 

 

 

2010 - 11 Connection Contacts: 

Anna Mraz:  anna1028@gmail.com 

Gwen Spurgat:  gwen.spurgat@objectpartners.com 

 

http://lakeharriet.mpls.k12.mn.us/Parties_Galore.html
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Published every Tuesday.  Deadline for submission is 4pm the preceding Thursday. 

 

Submissions:  email to anna1028@gmail.com or use the online submission form at  

http://lakeharriet.mpls.k12.mn.us/connection1.html.  Please try to limit each submission to approximately 

150 words in length.   


