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From the Desks of the Principals:
 
2nd – 8th grade MAP Testing Results:
 
Attention parents!  If you attend November conferences you will receive your students Fall 2010 MAP
testing results.
 
Please note that parents not in attendance at conferences should expect to see the results coming home
with your student in their backpack.  Please ask your child for them.
 
November 8th is High School Tour Day for LHCS 8th graders:
 
Parent chaperones are needed on November 8th.   Our teachers will not be able to attend as they teach
other grade levels and we are not be able to obtain substitute teachers for them so parents are needed
more than ever.  Please send in your child’s permission slip and indicate on it if you can chaperone or call
me directly at 612-668-3314 and leave your name phone number and e-mail address.
 
Sincerely,
Merry Tilleson
A.P. LHCS

Parent/Teacher Conferences – Nov. 3rd, 4th, 5th

Remember that conferences will be held Wed. (Kindergarten only) 8:30AM-4:15PM. Kindergarten will be in
session. Also, Thursday, November 4 from 8:30AM-8:00PM and Friday, November 5 from 8:30AM-
12:00PM.  If you need to check your scheduled time, please call the school office.

Childcare is available for families of lower campus students on Thursday and Friday during conference
hours.

** Innisbrook orders can be picked up in the Upper Campus gym on Thursday, Nov. 4th 8:00AM –
8:00PM.  This is pick up for both Lower and Upper Campus families.

High School Choices
 
It is never too early to start to think about your child’s high school choices.  If you are the parent of an
8th grader, please don’t wait until December to help your child make the right decision about which high
school to attend next year.
 
Your High School Guide will be mailed to your home in late fall.  You can also visit the district’s website at
http://highschoolchoice.mpls.k12.mn.us for more information.
 
To help your child find the best high school program, you and your child will want to attend the High
School Open Houses and the 8th grade High School Informational Meetings.  High School principals,
school counselors, transition coordinators and other staff will be there to answer all your questions.
 
The 8th grade Zone 3 informational meeting for Lake Harriet students and their parents will be on
Wednesday November 10th at Burroughs school starting at 6:00 p.m.



 
If you can’t make it to the High School Informational Meeting or simply want to get the “feel” of a high
school, you’ll be able to visit each high school in November and December (see dates and times below).
 
High School Open Houses:
All meetings start at 6:30 p.m.
 
Monday November 15 – South
Tuesday November 16 – Roosevelt
Wednesday November 17 - Southwest
Thursday November 18 – Washburn
Tuesday November 30 – Edison
Wednesday December 1 – North
Thursday December 2 – Henry
 
High School applications must be postmarked on or before February 8, 2011.  Please consider more than
one choice and we encourage you to make one of your choices your attendance area school!
 
This is often a great time of anticipation for many students and they may have difficulty focusing on their
schoolwork.  This can be an especially hard time because students are preparing for the Minnesota Basic
Standards Tests.  Talk to your child about how they’re doing and encourage them to focus on the present. 
Their work in the last half of 8th grade is an important part of their preparation for high school work.  All
high school acceptance letters will be mailed in March.
 
New Ways to Give to the PTA Pledge Drive

Last year, the LHCS PTA surveyed parents to get feedback on our fundraising strategies and the activities
supported through PTA funds. One thing we heard from many of you was a wish to see options for
monthly giving to the pledge drive.

We’re pleased to announce two new options for your pledge drive donation. Go to
https://www.mypaynetapps.com/pay.php?mip=6721187109459621165905715 and you can choose to
spread your donation over three or six months. A $200 donation spread over three months is just $66.66
per month, and spread over six months the monthly amount is only $33.33.

We appreciate any donation in any amount. Thank you for giving to the PTA Pledge Drive and helping to
support the enrichment activities that help make Lake Harriet Community School a great place for our
children!

Lake Harriet Community School in the Southwest Journal

Check out the Southwest Journal for an upcoming article highlighting Lake Harriet Community School’s
role in the district’s Changing School Options (CSO) Program.

CSO is a Minneapolis Public School developed plan designed to address integration and diversity in
Minneapolis Public Schools.  Lake Harriet Community School’s role in the plan is to help provide a
voluntary intra-district integration choice for a limited number of North side students who would otherwise
choose to attend a suburb school.

The article is an update on CSO at LHCS.

School Directories Are Here!

Look for your copy of the 2010-11 LHCS School Directory this week.  It will be sent home with the
youngest/only student in each household. You can purchase additional copies at either school office for $5.
Make checks payable to LHCS PTA.



As you receive this free school directory, may we also suggest that now would be a great time to join the
LHCS PTA?  For only $10, you can get all the benefits that go along with PTA membership, including
insurance that will cover you at PTA-sponsored events such as the Carnival and Book Fair.  Remember
that parental involvement in education is key to helping your child succeed!

Words Their Way

Dear Families,

The Minneapolis Public Schools has adopted a new word study program, Words Their Way.  This K-6 word
study program includes phonics (knowing that sounds and letters have a relationship), spelling, language
and vocabulary development.  This program looks a little different from traditional spelling programs.

Current research shows that learning about language and words by discovering the relationships
between letters and sounds, by learning how these relationships impact spelling, and by directly tying this
instruction to students’ daily reading and writing helps students become more effective readers and
writers.  The word study program in K-6 grades will include the study of the relationships between letters
and sounds, learning about spelling patterns, generalizing spelling patterns and language, vocabulary
lessons, dictionary and thesaurus lessons. The curriculum will involve hands-on learning activities as
students actively engage in a variety of tasks to learn about the English language.  Use of the word study
program will ultimately allow children to transfer what they learn about words into their daily reading and
writing.

The following are specific goals for Words Their Way program:

• Learn spelling strategies.
Your child will learn spelling strategies that will assist him/her when he/she is trying to spell

unfamiliar words.  Sounding out a word is only one of several strategies.  Other strategies that will be
taught are making connections to other words by patterns or by meaning, using a known word to spell an
unknown word, and using a word part to spell an unknown word.

• Learn common patterns.
Your child will learn common patterns used in spelling.  These patterns will include consonant

blends (street), vowel patterns (rain, bake), words with silent letters (light), and how the meaning of
base words change when a prefix (rewind, unknown), or suffix (teacher, running) is added.

• Develop a spelling consciousness.
Your child will develop an awareness of words.  The goal is for your child to become a word expert,

recognize when a word doesn’t look right, and choose a strategy to spell and write it correctly.  Your child
will become more aware of words and word patterns in his/her environment.

• Develop word awareness and interest.
As we explore words through spelling and meaning, your child will begin to develop a curiosity and

interest in words that will transfer into reading and other content areas.  We will explore word
relationships, study synonyms (words with similar meanings), antonyms (words with opposite meanings),
homophones (words that sound the same, but have different meaning and spelling), and homographs
(words that are spelled the same and might be pronounced the same but have different meanings) to
name a few.

• Develop the ability to use reference materials with ease.
During word study lessons, your child will learn how to use grade-appropriate reference materials

including dictionaries, thesauruses, and encyclopedias.

Differentiated Lists

An assessment was given in September and will be given again in winter and spring. This test is designed
to assess students’ knowledge of key spelling features that relate to the different spelling stages. This
assessment information will then be used to form groups for direct instruction that match the students’



developmental stages of spelling. These groups are based on what the student is “using but confusing.”
Classrooms are working towards 3 different small groups to meet the students at their
instructional/developmental level in word study.  Although we assess 3 times a year, our groups are fluid
throughout the year to meet student’s needs. If you feel your students word study list is too hard or easy,
please talk to your child’s teacher about your concerns.

Spelling Tests

Student spelling tests will look different from traditional spelling tests where students memorize and then
forget how to spell words. Words Their Way focuses on students learning and APPLYING their word
pattern knowledge. So in order to assess this, student’s spelling tests will comprise of 8-10 words that
they did NOT study but have the same word pattern as the words they studied.  This will assess their
ability to apply the word pattern when spelling unknown words.

Word Study Homework

Throughout the year, your child MAY bring home a variety of word study activities that reinforce
what your child is working on in the classroom.  These activities may include:
• Word sorting activities
• Word hunts
• Studying word lists
• Playing word games

If there is homework, a letter, materials needed, and suggestions about how to help complete the
assignment will accompany your child’s word list.  These activities will help your child use these words
effectively in daily reading and writing.

If you have any questions about how to help your child further, please feel free to contact your
child’s teacher.

Sincerely,
Brenda Schultz, Literacy Coach at the lower campus Brenda.schultz@mpls.k12.mn.us
Karen Ruhs, Literacy Coach at the upper campus Karen.ruhs@mpls.k12.mn.us

“News of Now, from the LH Middle”

Watch for the new "News of Now, from the LH middle" coming to the website later this month! It will be
an online monthly newspaper, featuring stories, advice, polls, photos, cartoons and other outstanding
work from our mysterious, magical middles, the 6th, 7th and 8th graders of Lake Harriet Community
School. News of Now is led by journalists Max B. (6th grade), Maddie Emily (7th grade) and Piper S. (8th
grade). Advising editor is Elissa Cottle with technical leadership from Tony Staeger, both Lake Harriet
parents. Middle school students interested in joining ‘News of Now’ staff, please sign up with Gary
Wineman, LH community education director, at his office on the main floor (above the lunchroom) or at
gary.wineman@mpls.k12.mn.us, 612-668-3330. Fall registration is $10.

News of Now meets Thursdays, 4:05 to 5:05 p.m., Room 210.



Notes From the Lunchroom

Breakfast is available to all students at no charge provided the students take a meal that meets USDA
requirements.  A breakfast includes the following:

Entrée
Milk
Juice
Fruit

A student must take an entrée and a milk or a juice or a fruit to meet the minimum USDA requirements. If
a student does not take the minimum, then we are required to charge a la carte pricing for the individual
items. If a student takes additional items (e.g. 2 entrees), then we are required to charge a la carte
pricing for the additional items.

A la carte prices for students at breakfast
Breakfast entrée: $1.50
Milk: $.50
Juice: $.50
Fruit: $.50

Lunch is available to all students. Students that are approved for free or reduced price meals may receive
a lunch at no charge provided the student takes a meal that meets the USDA requirements. Students that
are not approved for free or reduced price meal (i.e. students in the paid category) may receive a lunch
for $1.75 (grades pre-K – 8) or $2.00 (grades 9-12) provided the student takes a meal that meets USDA
requirements. A lunch includes the following:

Entrée
Milk
Fruit
Vegetable
Dinner Roll

To meet the minimum USDA requirements at lunch, a student must take an entrée and a milk or fruit or
vegetable OR if the students does not take an entrée, they must take 3 of the 4 other items listed above.
If a student does not take the minimum, then we are required to charge a la carte pricing for the
individual items. If a student takes additional items (e.g. 2 entrees), then we are required to charge a la
carte pricing for the additional items.

A la carte pricing for students at lunch
Lunch entrée: $2.50
Milk: $.50
Vegetable: $.50
Fruit: $.50
Dinner Roll: $.50

If you have any questions about your child’s purchases, please contact the food service manager at the
school.

Dragons Win Semis - On to the City Championship!

Congratulations to the Dragons Volleyball team on their semi-final victory over Marcy Open on Thursday.
Dragons pulled out to an early lead in game 1 and held on to win 25-17. After a tight back and forth start
in game two, Dragons opened up a lead and won 25-9. We've earned a spot in the City Middle School
Championship game where LH will face off against the winner of the Anthony/Field semi-final. Come on
out and cheer the Dragons on to victory - Wednesday, November 3rd at 5:30 pm in the Southwest High



School gym. We need all our fans to show up and support us in our final game!

CLIMB Theatre Returns to Lower Campus

The Diversity Committee is pleased to welcome the return of Climb Theater to the lower campus on
Monday, November 8. CLIMB Theatre is a nationally recognized theater company that has provided
programming to K-12 schools for 35 years. CLIMB’s mission is to create and perform plays, classes, and
other creative works that inspire and propel young people toward actions that benefit themselves, each
other, and the community. On November 8, CLIMB actor educators will focus on the themes of friendship,
resiliency and conflict resolution for the K-2nd grade students. A pfd resource for parents can be accessed
on the LHCS Diversity Committee link on the school’s website. Remember to ask your child about the play
they saw at school on November 8!

Learn How to Reduce Your Energy Use for Winter! Upcoming Workshop December 2nd!

Community Energy Services is a one-stop residential energy efficiency program that has served over
2,000 Minneapolis homeowners. The program involves free educational workshops, customized home
visits, 12 months of energy tracking and access to specialized rebates. There is an upcoming workshop,
Thursday, December 2nd, 2010 at 6:30pm at the Linden Hills Recreation Center (3100 41st St W). To
RSVP or for more information you can contact Ashley Robertson at 612-335-5869 or
arobertson@mncee.org, or please visit our website at www.mnces.org

Scholastic Book Fair!

The Book Fair is almost here!  Only two days until the Scholastic Book Fair.  Stop by during conferences
this Thursday from 8:30am-8:00pm and Friday from 8:30am-12noon.  Scholastic brings the
bookstore to you!  There will be hundreds of book titles for the whole family—even the parents, and great
gifts too.  Lower Campus families, we encourage you to check out this fun event.  This fundraiser provides
much needed books, software, and other materials for both the Lower and Upper Media Centers.  Shop
early, shop often!

2010 Connection Contacts:
Anna Mraz:  anna1028@gmail.com
Gwen Spurgat:  gwen.spurgat@objectpartners.com

Published every Tuesday.  Deadline for submission is 4pm the preceding Thursday.

Submissions:  email to anna1028@gmail.com or use the online submission form at
http://lakeharriet.mpls.k12.mn.us/connection1.html.  Please try to limit each submission to approximately
150 words in length.


