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October 4, 2011 
 

From the Principals’ Desks: 

 
Dear Parents, 
 
     I would like to acknowledge all of you that have worked so hard and successfully to bring the capacity 

issue and the request for a school addition forward for consideration by the school board. Your 
professional presentations were appreciated. We thank Superintendent Johnson and Area C Assistant 
Superintendent Theresa Battle for their support. We are pleased that the school board recognizes the 

challenge we have with limited space and a growing neighborhood school age population. The board 
voted unanimously to approve the recommendation to move into the design phase for the 

addition to the lower campus. We thank the school board for their approval.  
       

Fall MAP testing will be completed October 7th. We will administer the MAP again in the winter and in 
the spring to measure student growth and identify areas to support and advance their learning. Teachers 
and administration use this data to direct goals for our School Improvement Plan (SIP). This year the 
lower campus will write a SIP specific to grades K-2 goals. The upper campus will write a SIP specific to 

grades 3-5 and middle school goals. In the past, lower campus goals were merged into one SIP because 
only the second graders took the MAP test, not kindergarten or first.  The two SIP plans will better serve 
the kindergarten and first grade goal setting through examination of data from assessments which are 

only used for those grades. Both SIP plans will be reviewed for approval by the Site Council. The plans will 
then be presented to the PTA and, after approval by the school district and the Minnesota Department of 
Education, the SIP for upper and lower will be posted on the district web page. 
 

• Upper campus now has three new benches near the flag pole, replacing those that were broken 
during the winter plowing. 

• We also have a mystery that occurred during the summer. The middle grades have had a park 

style bench in the second floor hallway for years. It was used as a consultation spot for History Day 
projects.  When we came back to school in August it was missing and has not reappeared. The 
engineers recall setting it on a stair landing while waxing the second floor hallway floors. If you 
have any information about our missing bench, please let us know. We would like it back before 

History Day units begin. 
• Middle grades will have a “Welcome Back” dance on Tuesday, Oct. 18th 2:15 to 3:55. The cost is 

$2.50 
• Students wishing to enter the building at 9:20 rather than 9:25 must go to the cafeteria and eat 

breakfast. They must remain there until the 9:25 bell rings. If students take a full breakfast, there 
is no fee. However, if they take only juice their account will be charged. This is due to the 
guidelines for the school lunch funding program. 

• Evening conferences begin Tuesday, Oct. 11th shortly after school dismissal. The evening 
conferences are also Oct. 12th and 13th. Please remember not to park on the school side of Vincent 
Avenue until after 5:10 when the after school activities buses have left. The atrium doors will 
remain unlocked during in the evening conferences. Paula will not be in the office to buzz people 

into the 49th street entrance after 4:30 these conference nights.  
• October is Bully Prevention month. On our school web page the link to our school psychologist, 

Julie Hirsch, will provide resources for students and parents about Bully Prevention. Please remind 

your child the importance of immediate reporting to administration or to their teacher if they are 
being bullied. 

Mary Rynchek 
Principal  



 
 

News from Lake Harriet Lower Campus  

 
Time is moving quickly and we are already into October.  The testing at LHLC is completed except 

for a few make-up MAP test in second grade. 

 
Our goal for each child is they will make at least a year’s growth in reading and math.  We know 

that our students usually are proficient in reading and math by the end of the year.  That is not really an 
issue.  We are asking, “Did they grow enough in their skill and conceptual understanding.” Throughout the 

year, I encourage you to ask the teachers which state benchmarks you child has mastered and which 
benchmarks they need more support and which benchmark are the students learning at a deeper level.  
As principal, I am not just interested in a second grade student reading at a 5th grade reading level.  I am 

also interested in the critical thinking skills they are mastering.  
 

The first two weeks in October are “color” weeks for kindergarten.  The teachers and students will 
try to remember to wear the correct color for the day.  I have listed the dates and colors so that your 

older students at LHLC can participate as well to show their community support for kindergarten. 
  
October 3: Orange 

October 4: Yellow 
October 5: Brown 
October 6: Purple 
October 7: Red 

October 10: Green 
October 11: Black 
October 12: Blue 
October 13: Pink 

October 14: Rainbow 
  
  

We also have some great news to share with you:   
  As many of you might know we have 19 students over our enrollment allocations in second grade.  
We have been given money from the district to provide additional support for our students.  We are in the 
process of hiring two half time teachers to collaborate and teach with our current second grade teachers.   

 
I will keep you updated. 
Jan Parrish, Principal, Lake Harriet Lower Campus 

 

MCA Test results from last spring are coming! 

There was a planned delay in results due to the new version of the math MCA (MCA-111 online).  Then, 
things got delayed even further because of the state shutdown.   

 
No later than October 14th  student reports will arrive in district and shortly after that time they will be 
sent home. 
 

We know that it is a long wait for everybody, but this is our reality.  In the meantime, MAP is coming up 
and you’ll have those results available for conferences. 
 

Minnesota School of Excellence 
 
Dear Lake Harriet Community School Family, 
 

We are asking you, members of our school community, to help our school achieve Minnesota School 
of Excellence validation. All you need to do is complete a self- study.  Staff at both campuses and 
parents on the LHCS site council have already completed the study. Now, we need your responses in order 

to move on to the planning part of this program. 
 



The study assesses the strengths of our school in terms of six standards for effective elementary and 
middle level schools, as determined by the Minnesota Elementary School Principal Association.  It asks you 

to rate a series of indicators - please feel comfortable with responding NA to any of the questions.  
 
The study must be filled out by hand, and returned to school by October 14, 2011 – You can pick up a 
copy in the offices at both campuses, or may download a pdf and turn it in (link)  

 
About the Minnesota School of Excellence validation: 
 
During the 2011-12 school year, LHCS will be undergoing a process of school improvement guided by the 

Minnesota School of Excellence program.  This is a program that promotes excellence through a rigorous 
evaluation process that showcases dynamic schools of the 21st century.  To be validated as a Minnesota 
School of Excellence, LHCS principal, staff, students, and community –working as a team – must go 

through a process of self-study, then develop and implement a school improvement plan.  
 
Remember Excellence is a process! 
 

Sincerely, 
Merry Tilleson, A.P. LHCS 
 

Box Tops and Milk Caps Fundraiser 

 

We need your box tops and milk caps! Last year over $2,000 was raised for the PTA through the Box Tops 
for Education and the Kemps and Land o’ Lakes milk caps programs. For every box top that is clipped and 

returned we receive 10c and 5c for every milk cap. It really is surprising how those nickels and dimes add 
up. Just send the box tops and milk caps in to the collection boxes in the upper or lower campus offices to 
help with this easy and effective fundraiser. 
 

Parent Information Meeting: Changes in Gifted Services 

 

Parents are welcome to attend an information meeting about the new vision for Gifted Services that the 

District is now implementing. It will be on Tuesday, October 11th from 6:15 – 6:45 p.m. in the Media 
Center at the Upper Campus. 
Kim Kirk Talent Development & Gifted Services 
 

Community News 
 
Join the Fastest Non-Motorized Sport in the World! 

 
Attention 7th and 8th graders!  Do you enjoy downhill skiing? Would you like to learn how to ski race? The 

Minneapolis Alpine Ski Team (MAST) may be just for you. MAST is THE downhill ski racing team of the 
Minneapolis Public Schools for Minneapolis students and residents in grades 7-12. No racing experience is 
necessary.  
 

We offer excellent coaching and training, a fun and friendly team atmosphere, exciting competitions 
against other high school ski teams, and the chance to participate in the fastest, non-motorized sport in 
the world!  

 
The Minneapolis Alpine Ski Team is holding an informational meeting on Monday, October 24 at 7PM at 
Southwest High School in the Media Center. Learn more about MAST by checking out our website at 
www.mplsalpineski.org. You can also contact our Head Coach, Mark Conway, 612-275-8392, or email 

markrobertconway@msn.com. It is never too soon ---or too late--- to learn to ski race. 
 

Mandarin Club 

 
Sleepy Tigers Mandarin Club is a Chinese Language & Culture program offered in public/private schools for 
K-8 students. The main focus is Chinese Mandarin verbal skills, reading, writing. Students will also be 
introduced to Chinese culture, art, history and geography. 



 
For more information, please visit 

http://www.sleepytigers.com/Sleepy_Tigers/Programs/Entries/2011/8/13_Mandarin_Club.html.  
 
We are still accepting enrollment in both Lower and Upper Campus. To enroll, please visit 
http://www.sleepytigers.com/Sleepy_Tigers/Enroll.html.  

 
Questions? Please contact Juliet Lee at 6129866010, or juliet@sleepytigers.com  
 
Schedule: Lower Campus Monday & Wednesday 4:00-5:00pm  

Level 1 Room PC  
Level 2 Room PD  
 

Upper Campus Tuesday & Thursday 4:15-5:15pm  
Level 1 Room 212 O 
 
2011-2012 Connection Contacts: 

Anna Mraz:  anna1028@gmail.com 
Gwen Spurgat:  gwen.spurgat@objectpartners.com 
 

Published every Tuesday.  Deadline for submission is 4pm the preceding Thursday. 
 
Submissions:  email to anna1028@gmail.com or use the online submission form at: 
 

http://lakeharriet.mpls.k12.mn.us/connection1.html.   
 
Please try to limit each submission to approximately 150 words in length.   


