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From the Principals‘ desks

Dear Families:

It is that wonderful time of year when the windows are open and Lake Harriet Upper Campus
students and staff can hear the South West High School Band and football or soccer game announcers.
The students have settled back into the school routines and most of the bus issues are being worked
through.

For those of you with eighth graders, it may seem early to think about your child moving onto high
school, but this is the start of sorting out which high school best fits your child. The MPS will once again
hold high school tours during the school day instead of shadowing. These will be coordinated through the
district and our middle school counselor, Antonio Tyson. Our students will go by bus to the school of their
choice, participate in a small program at the high school, and bus back to Lake Harriet. Also, high school
open houses have been scheduled and will be posted on the district web site. The week of November 15th

has a religious conflict. Families that will be affected by that should call the high school they are interested
in to obtain missed information. There will also be high school transition meetings held in the evenings.
Watch the district web page for locations and times which should be posted in the next few weeks.

Our students in second through eighth grade have been working through the first round of MAP
testing. This is an important baseline information tool teachers use to identify math and/or reading
strands in which your child may need reinforcement, and it is also used to measure growth. Test results
will be individually discussed during conferences as you and your child’s teacher build a learning plan
specific to your child. We want a year’s growth for all children. If MAP scores show your child is high
performing, conference discussions should center on strategies to challenge and engage your child.

As the movie “Waiting For Superman” opens locally and across the nation, many healthy
discussions about public education will follow. We know that the reality in today’s school systems is
considerably more complex and challenging than can be accurately and thoroughly portrayed in a 90-
minute film. But, we are pleased that the public attention continues to be drawn to the challenges and
needs of America’s education system.  While it is important to examine the challenges that exist in the
public education system, which this film does, we must not merely criticize the system. Rather, we must
use the challenges we find to continue a dialogue about how to ensure that every student can succeed.

While controversial, the new film is an important reminder of what is important to parents. It
should trigger continued debate about how we can improve the quality of teaching and student support
systems in our schools, so every family is confident in the education we provide, the choices they make,
and their prospects for the future.  Substantial work still needs to be done to enhance student
achievement, turn around our schools which are chronically low-performing, adjust our collective
bargaining agreements to meet today’s challenges, strengthen our teacher and staff evaluation systems,
and give all our urban children full access to a successful future.

  “Waiting for Superman” says important things about the challenges of the public education
system. However, the reductive messaging – “charters are good” and “teachers unions are bad” –
oversimplifies complicated issues and threatens to thwart, collaborative thoughtful discussions about
improving public schools. Improving public education is a shared responsibility; parents, teachers,
administrators, students and the community must come together to make our schools great.



 

We commend the film’s call to action on behalf of our public schools. We believe open dialogue
about how educators, families and citizens can and must work collaboratively to ensure the success of
every student and every public school is critical to our success.  We need to look for elements of success
in both traditional and charter schools and then apply what we learn to struggling schools.

 Finally, I want to take a moment to thank all of you for the wonderful support network we have
here at Lake Harriet; the endless work of the PTA, the members of Site Council, the classroom volunteers,
Community Education and all the quality time our parents devote to working with the students.  We also
have an exceptional staff that holds themselves to a high level of professionalism, goes the extra mile for
the kids on their own time, and continuously works to improve their craft. At Lake Harriet Community
School your children are receiving a competitive education, proven by our test scores which rival the most
prestigious public school districts in the state of Minnesota. Public education is evolving, as it always has
been, to continually meet the needs of a changing America and a competitive world. It is this teamwork
between family and school that has kept the trust and quality of our program as the roots of our
community.

Mary Rynchek
Principal

Last week’s CONNECTION gave a very helpful overview of the District and Lake Harriet’s Balanced
Reading Program.  A section of the program that specifically draws you in as parents /guardians is
Independent Reading.  An article from “The Book Whisperer” mentions components which are considered
Best Practice for Independent Reading within the school. Parents can take these to heart and build “Best
Practices” at home.

• Access to books: students need access to a wide array of reading materials at their independent level.
• Time to read: students need consistent daily time to read at school.
• Reading engagement:  students need classroom conditions that engage them with reading and foster
reading self-efficacy
• School-wide support: students must create a culture of reading that values reading in all subject areas
• Well-stocked libraries with qualified librarians: school library collections should contain current, well-
maintained collections of interesting reading material manned by trained, licensed librarians.
• Student choice: students need frequent opportunities to select their own reading materials for both
personal and academic reasons.

These points are “food for thought” as you support your child/ren in discovering who they are as readers.

Ellen Murphy
POSA at Lake Harriet Lower Campus

Mandarin Club at Lake Harriet Lower- Last Call

Welcome to the Mandarin Club at LHL (Lake Harriet Lower Campus). I am honored to announce the
Mandarin Club registration is now open. Thanks for the support from LHL and the parents. Mandarin Club
is a Chinese Language & Culture program specially designed for K-8 students. The main focus is Chinese
Mandarin verbal skills, reading, and writing. Students will also be introduced to Chinese culture, art,
history and geography. Limited seats are available, please enroll early.

Schedule: Oct 11th, 2010-May 11th, 2011 Monday & Wednesday After school 4-5 pm.

The schedule will follow the Lake Harriet holiday/release days.

Tuition: Tuition is $508 per student, $468 for each additional sibling. Material fees are approximately $20-
$40 and are due with the 1st Installment.

Scholarships are available, details please contact Juliet Lee. No person will be refused because of inability



to pay. Registration:

Please register online at www.sleepytigers.com under Programs- Enroll. All deposits are refundable up to
Oct 11th, 2010.

Questions? Please contact Juliet Lee 612-986-6010 or juliet@sleepytigers.com

Dragon Volleyball off to a Roaring Start

Congratulations to the Lady Dragons who are 5-1 in the middle of their 12 game season. We've got 3
home games left at the Upper Campus gym:
Wednesday, 10/6 against Anwatin
Wednesday, 10/13 against Sanford
Monday 10/18 against Anthony
All games are at 5pm.

Come out and cheer on our Dragons, especially on 10/18 as their one loss was a very close away game
against Anthony. More fans = more fun!
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Gwen Spurgat:  gwen.spurgat@objectpartners.com
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