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From the Principals’ Desks: 
 
We have now completed three weeks of school. The district first grade assessment has been completed.  
The second grade MAP assessment and district kindergarten assessments began on September 19 and 
continue through Oct. 5.  In addition, the teachers in first and second grade are giving each individual 
student the Fountas and Pinnell reading test to place each child in the correct reading level. Kindergarten 
teachers have completed their initial assessment of each student.  Even though all these assessments are 
being completed, teaching and learning is still happening in all the classrooms. 
 
The bells at the Lower Campus have changed.  As you may know the buses for transportation are shared 
with the upper campus.  Since the buses start arriving at the lower campus at 9:25, we are opening the 
doors for students at 9:25.  The tardy bell rings at 9:35.  The dismissal bell rings at 4:00.  We want to 
remind parents who pick up their children to wait on the on the grassy area between the sidewalk and 
street on 41st St.  It makes for a safer pick up and the teachers will always look in the same place to find 
you. 
 
We are fortunate to have Mr. Mike Brown as our music teacher this year.  He is here all day on Mondays 
and Wednesdays.  He is able to see 10 classes on those two days.  The classrooms that do not have music 
this semester will have music next semester. 
 
Ms. Renee Beer is our new art teacher.  She is here five mornings a week and can see 15 classes a week.  
Unfortunately the afternoon kindergarten classes do not have art.  We have arranged for those to classes 
to have music for the entire year and the classroom teachers will do some art in their classroom. 
 
Conferences are coming soon in October.  Some of the signup sheets had conferences going until 7:30.  
The last conference is scheduled to begin at 6:25.  You child’s teacher will contact you to reschedule if you 
have a conference at a later time. 
 
We have an emergency plan in place.  By state law we need to conduct five fire drills, five lockdown drills 
(in case of an intruder in the building) and one tornado drill.  If we ever had to evacuate our building our 
students would walk down to the True Apostolic Assembly at 3520 W 43rd St.  I have asked the teachers 
to take their students on a walk to see the site and feel comfortable being there.  Watch for a walking field 
trip permission slip to come home soon. 
 
I am enjoying my time here at the lower campus.  I am in the classrooms about two hours a day and I 
see some great students learning.  Remembering names has always been difficult for me so please help 
me out.  My goal is know the names of the students and parents by the end of the year. 
 
Jan Parrish, principal 
 
MCA Test results from last spring are coming! 
There was a planned delay in results due to the new version of the math MCA (MCA-111 online).  Then, 
things got delayed even further because of the state shutdown.   
 
No later than October 14th  student reports will arrive in district and shortly after that time they will be 
sent home. 
 



We know that it is a long wait for everybody, but this is our reality.  In the meantime, MAP is coming up 
and you’ll have those results available for conferences. 
 
From the School Nurse 
 
Your child might be coming home with a letter indicating that there is a child in his or her classroom with a 
life threatening peanut or tree nut allergy.  We have some students in our school with life threatening 
allergies to unknown food substances.  The purpose of this article is to remind you that there is no food 
allowed in the classroom unless there is an approved activity by the teacher.  Since teachers are 
responsible for the knowledge of students' health conditions, such as diabetes, allergies, and dietary 
restrictions, the teacher can make an exception.  It is important to remind parents early in the year that 
student’s lives depend on your strict adherence to this policy.    
 
Also, the Lower Campus could use some donations of gently used sweat pants.  Elastic waist bands are 
terrific!  
  
MAP Testing began at the UC on September 19th 
 
The Upper Campfall MAP testing will take place over 3 weeks (September 19 – October 7).  All 3rd – 5th 
graders will be tested during their Media specialist time, once for reading and once for math.  All 6th – 8th 
graders will be tested during their math or reading core class, math during math and reading during 
language arts. 
 
Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) testing provide teachers and students with concrete data which 
they then use to set goals for the school year.  The MAP is a set of computerized tests in reading and 
math.   Students in grades 2 – 8 take the MAP at least twice during the year to compare the actual 
student’s growth.  The computerized system adjusts the difficulty level of questions based on the 
student’s pattern of correct/incorrect answers.  In addition to measuring growth the Map also informs 
teachers about specific areas of strength or weaknesses in reading and math of their students.  

 
UC Test Coordinators:  Merry Tilleson, A.P. & Sherry Mather, EA 

 LC Test Coordinator:  Jan Parrish, POSA 
 
Minnesota School of Excellence 
 
Dear Lake Harriet Community School Family, 
 
During the 2011-12 school years our school will be undergoing a process of school improvement guided by 
the Minnesota School of Excellence program.  This is a program that promotes excellence through a 
rigorous evaluation progress that showcases dynamic schools of the 21st century.  Completion of this 
process leads to a validation that the school is a Minnesota school of excellence and this validation 
remains effective for seven years. 
 
We are asking you, members of our school community, to assess the strengths of our school in terms of 
six standards for effective elementary and middle level schools (as determined by the Minnesota 
Elementary School Principal Association).   
 
We are asking you to complete a self- study that contains several strategies in each of six school of 
excellence standards.  Within in each strategy, you are asked to consider indicators of that strategy and 
rank them on a scale of 1 to 5 as to how evident each indicator is in our school.  Our staffs at both 
campuses have already completed the self-study as well as parents on the LHCS site council.  We realize 
some questions might be difficult for parents to answer so please feel comfortable with responding NA to 
those questions.  
 
We need your self-study responses to enable us to move to the planning part of this program.  The self 
study is part one and then once the responses have been tallied we move into part two which is the plan 
for improvement.  Your responses will help us to build on strengths and plan for improvement in part two 
of the process. 



 
Please complete the self-study of our school by October 14, 2011 
 
Please be sure to visit the Connection website for a link to the self-study PDF.  Or, you may also pick up a 
copy of the self-study in the offices at both campuses.  Please return your responses to the main school 
office at both campuses or send to school with your child’s teacher. 
Remember Excellence is a process! 
 
Sincerely, 
Merry Tilleson, A.P. LHCS 
 
 
 

 
Lend a Hand. Help a Child. Volunteer MPS is excited to offer the Minneapolis community a chance to 
partner with our schools and make an impact in the lives of our students in the classroom! 

 
You Will: 

 Be trained as a skilled Literacy Tutor 
 Serve in classrooms during literacy instruction at a Minneapolis elementary school assisting 

students with building crucial skills 
 Be part of our commitment to having all students at or above grade level ending the achievement 

gap once and for all. 
 

Benefits: 
 A 2-hour district orientation on learning styles, responding to the needs of our students, and 

district policies. 
 A 2 hour K-3rd grade Literacy Tutor training on how to support the literacy curriculum, the in-

class Literacy Workshop model, and general tips for helping students become strong readers, 
writers, and thinkers. 

 Minimal commitment but maximum impact! 
 Strong résumé enhancing opportunities and ongoing support 
 Satisfaction in knowing that you're helping to make a difference in the lives of our students! 

 
Commitment: 

 Commit to once a week tutoring sessions of 1.5-2 hours this school year 
 Pass a background check and have references 
 Fill out an evaluation at the start and end of your tutoring experience. 

 
If interested please contact Morgan Siegrist to RSVP for one of our trainings! 612-290-8440 or 

morgan.siegrist@mpls.k12.mn.us  
 
 

 
 
 

MINNEAPOLIS PUBLIC MINNEAPOLIS PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS WANTSCHOOLS WANT  YOU TO YOU TO 

READ TOREAD TO  KIDS!KIDS!   



Innisbrook Fundraiser in full swing! 
Our annual wrapping paper and gift sale has traditionally been our school’s largest fundraiser of the year. 
Last year students sold more than $60,000 of product generating almost $30,000 in funds for student and 
teacher enrichment programs. 
 
Some facts about this year’s fundraiser: 

• Sale dates are from September 13th through 27th. 
• Each LHCS family will receive one sales packet through their youngest or only student. 
• We ask each student to sell high quality wrapping paper, ribbons, gift bags, hostess gifts, client 

gifts, chocolates, and magazine vouchers…stuff we can all gift and use! 
• ONLINE ORDERING returns this year. 
• No cookie dough or frozen treats this year. There are many box mixes for sale where you use fresh 

ingredients! 
• LHCS receives 50% of every other item sold! 
• All orders will be available for pick up in early November in the Upper Campus gym. 

 
INNISBROOK strives to be the greenest fundraiser wrapping paper company around. Their quality is top 
notch and prices are highly competitive. Please support LHCS through Innisbrook sales when you replenish 
your wrapping paper stash, purchase client gifts, or need holiday candy! 
 
Products can be ordered in two ways: 
1. “Door to door” catalog orders taken using the catalogs and order forms that will be sent home with your 
youngest or only student for the entire family to use. Extra catalogs and order forms are available in each 
of the school offices. Sales information from each student’s order form should be entered into the EZ 
ordering system at 
www.innisbrook.com. You must register your student(s) for receive a sales number and enter the 
order(s). Instructions are included in the sales packet. Order vouchers printed from your PC and 
total amount due should be returned to each school office by Tuesday, September 27th, in the manila 
envelope provided in the sales packet. Keep your hand-written customer order form for delivery 
information. You will need this information after your order is picked up! All orders taken and entered in 
this way must be picked up at the Upper Campus gym in early November. 
 
2. Online orders are paid for using a credit card and shipped directly to the buyer. You must register your 
student(s) at www.innisbrook.com and click on REGISTER SELLERS. Our school number is 109366. This is 
the only way our school will receive credit for the sale and your child will receive prize credits if ordered 
during the sale dates. This process will also allow you to send out emails to family and friends. 
 
Online orders of $85.00 or more receive free shipping! After the sales dates, online sales continue to be 
open and our school will continue to receive credit but your student(s) will not receive any further prize 
credits.  
 
We appreciate your support of LHCS!! Thank you for making this a successful fundraiser! 
 
Questions? Contact Lori Bakken, Innisbrook Fundraiser Coordinator, at Loribakken@comcast.net or 
(612) 812-0868. 
 
Volunteer for Art Adventure! 
 
Art Adventure still has three volunteer openings to fill this fall in the fourth grade classes of Ms. Liepitz, 
Ms. Weidenbach, and Ms. Nachman’s  4/5 split. 
 
A full description of this popular program can be found on the LHCS website under “LHCS News 
 
Please contact Sally Legrand (sallyros@rconnect.com). 
 
Training Through Minneapolis Public Schools 
 
The Minneapolis Public Schools are providing free trainings for parents and community members on 



literacy, math, and other important school related topics through the 2011-2012 school year.  These 
trainings are located in different schools and community sites across Minneapolis and are great 
opportunities for our parents to get more involved in the schools and take action on their child’s 
education. Trainings are free to attend and provide free childcare and refreshments.  
  
Our upcoming training is on Thursday, September 22nd and is entitled: Literacy Homework Strategies, 
presented by the Teaching and Learning department. It will be at Jefferson Elementary School from 6-
8pm. 
  
Please call 612-290-8440 or go to http://volmps.mpls.k12.mn.us/CAS.html to register and to get more 
information about upcoming trainings. 
 
 The 7th grade Youth Frontiers Retreat Was a Great Success 
Three members of the Youth Frontiers organization came to LHCS on Friday, September 9th to spend the 
day with our 7th Graders.  This was an energetic, exciting retreat that focused on building courage within 
students, and team building.  At Youth Frontiers their vision is to change the way young people treat 
each other in every hallway, lunch line, and classroom of every school in America.   
 
Check out their website at youthfrontiers.org.  And ask your 7th Grader about his or her "Act of Courage" 
Commitment (or... ask them if they can do the Boogg-a-loo). 
 
Volunteer for Accelerated Reading and Help Build a Lifetime Love of Reading! 
 
Accelerated Reading is a LC program that gives students the chance to explore books and build their 
reading comprehension skills. Volunteers are needed to help guide students through the computerized 
comprehension tests, help them select book appropriate to their reading level and help with overall 
program management. The program runs through the first period of school, approx. 9:30 - 10:15 am. 
Participation by students is voluntary; 2nd graders start in September and 1st graders will participate 
after Thanksgiving. It's a rewarding way to see student skills increase while a love of reading grows. 
 
Interested? Please contact Karen Knapp at kbknapp@comcast.net or 612/839 6200.  
 
GISE/GEMS Registration  
 
GISE and GEMS is almost ready to start. If you are interested in remaining or joining the program for the 
first time see Mr. Marchetti (room 104) or Mr. T. (Room 201) for the forms and information letter. We will 
start out with the popular 1st Lego League robotics session and finish up with a unit in electronics. Note - 
there is a change in times for this year's sessions. Evening sessions will be necessary to keep the program 
alive. We should be getting under way the 1st week of October! See you soon! 
 
Yearbook Photos Needed 
 
We need your photos for the yearbook! Throughout the year, as you collect photos of your child's 
classroom and events, please remember to send them in for the yearbook. Please include the classroom 
and grade with each set you send.  
 
You can send a CD or via email at lhcsyearbook@gmail.com We will need photos from throughout the 
year.  Thanks in advance for your help! 
 
 
Community News 
 
Lake Harriet Community Education Afterschool Fall Youth Activities 
 
There's something for everyone with the Lake Harriet Community Education Afterschool Fall Youth 
Activities which are now available. Look in your student's backpack for the flyer. The Community 



Education webpage located under the Extracurriculars section of the school website also has listings of the 
classes and a link to the flyer.   
 
The Washburn Games 
Washburn Center For Children is a local non-profit agency serving children in Minnesota who have social, 
emotional and behavioral mental health problems and their families. They are holding an event locally on 
September 25 to raise money for the organization call "The Washburn Games" where any child can get 
exercise, burn off energy and do good for the community. Details:  
 
Children ages 4 - 12 can try 20 different games like cricket, football, karate, lacrosse, crafts and mini golf! 
Participants have the choice of paying a $10 registration fee or raising funds for children's mental health 
and Washburn Center for Children. If kids want to raise money and reach a $100 fundraising goal, they 
can qualify for a drawing for a $1,000 scholarship and other prizes from Life Time Fitness, The Vikings, 
Juut Salon Spa, and Mall of America! There’s no competition – just loads of fun! Register today: 
www.washburngames.org 
 
Mandarin Club 
 
The Mandarin Club is offered in Lower and Upper Campus this school year and it is starting on September 
26th, 2011 until May 18th 2012. We are still accepting enrollments.   
 
If you are interested in the Mandarin Club, please at 
http://www.sleepytigers.com/Sleepy_Tigers/Enroll.html, for more program information, please visit 
http://www.sleepytigers.com/Sleepy_Tigers/Programs/Entries/2011/8/13_Mandarin_Club.html.  
 
Questions? Please contact Juliet Lee, 6129866010, juliet@sleepytigers.com  
 
Schedule: Sep 26th, 2011-May 18th, 2012  
The schedule will follow each school holiday/release days. 
Locations: *Lake Harriet Community School Lower Campus Instructor: Juliet Lee, Ivy Flanders 4030 
Chowen Ave S Minneapolis, MN 55410  
Monday & Wednesday 4:00-5:00 pm  
 
*Lake Harriet Community School Upper Campus Instructor: Ivy Flanders 4912 Vincent Ave S Minneapolis, 
Minnesota 55410 Tuesday & Thursday 4:15-5:15 pm 
 
September 24, 2011 - Washburn Youth Soccer Saturday! 
See the Millers take on St. Paul Highland Scots 
 
FREE admission to all youth wearing their soccer team logo, jersey or shirt from their park, club or school 
team 
  
Half-time exhibition games with Fuller Soccer Club 
  
Come for a day filled with FUN:  soccer, food, prizes, & more!! 
Special raffle: 2 tickets on Sun Country Airlines! 
  
Game day schedule: 
8:00 am – Boys Blue Squad 
10:00 am – Junior Varsity Blue Girls 
12:00 noon – Junior Varsity Boys 
2:00 pm – Junior Varsity Orange Girls 
4:00 pm - Varsity Boys 
6:00 pm –Varsity Girls 
  
2011-2012 Connection Contacts: 
Anna Mraz:  anna1028@gmail.com 
Gwen Spurgat:  gwen.spurgat@objectpartners.com 



 
Published every Tuesday.  Deadline for submission is 4pm the preceding Thursday. 
 
Submissions:  email to anna1028@gmail.com or use the online submission form at: 
 
http://lakeharriet.mpls.k12.mn.us/connection1.html.   
 
Please try to limit each submission to approximately 150 words in length.   


