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From the Principals’ Desks: 
 
A message from Janet Parrish, new principal at the lower campus: 
 
I am beginning my first year as principal of Lake Harriet Community School Lower Campus. I have worked 
in this district since 1986 as a special education teacher, intern principal, assistant principal and principal. 
Prior to moving to the Twin Cities, I taught in Columbus and Reynoldsburg, Ohio. I graduated from the 
University of Toledo with a Bachelor of Education. I received my Master of Arts degree from Bowling Green 
State University in speech pathology and my principal certification from St. Mary’s University.  
 
I am married and have three adult sons, four grandsons and two granddaughters. They are the joy of my 
life. I enjoy gardening, fishing, reading and traveling. Most of my reading is educational research so that I 
can become a better instructional leader although I do enjoy a good mystery. 
 
Jan Parrish, POSA 
 
MAP Testing begins at the UC on September 19th 
 
The Upper Campfall MAP testing will take place over 3 weeks (September 19 – October 7).  All 3rd – 5th 
graders will be tested during their Media specialist time, once for reading and once for math.  All 6th – 8th 
graders will be tested during their math or reading core class, math during math and reading during 
language arts. 
 
Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) testing provide teachers and students with concrete data which 
they then use to set goals for the school year.  The MAP is a set of computerized tests in reading and 
math.   Students in grades 2 – 8 take the MAP at least twice during the year to compare the actual 
student’s growth.  The computerized system adjusts the difficulty level of questions based on the 
student’s pattern of correct/incorrect answers.  In addition to measuring growth the Map also informs 
teachers about specific areas of strength or weaknesses in reading and math of their students.  

 
UC Test Coordinators:  Merry Tilleson, A.P. & Sherry Mather, EA 

 LC Test Coordinator:  Jan Parrish, POSA 
 
Minnesota School of Excellence 
 
Dear Lake Harriet Community School Family, 
 
During the 2011-12 school years our school will be undergoing a process of school improvement guided by 
the Minnesota School of Excellence program.  This is a program that promotes excellence through a 
rigorous evaluation progress that showcases dynamic schools of the 21st century.  Completion of this 
process leads to a validation that the school is a Minnesota school of excellence and this validation 
remains effective for seven years. 
 
We are asking you, members of our school community, to assess the strengths of our school in terms of 
six standards for effective elementary and middle level schools (as determined by the Minnesota 
Elementary School Principal Association).   
 



We are asking you to complete a self- study that contains several strategies in each of six school of 
excellence standards.  Within in each strategy, you are asked to consider indicators of that strategy and 
rank them on a scale of 1 to 5 as to how evident each indicator is in our school.  Our staffs at both 
campuses have already completed the self-study as well as parents on the LHCS site council.  We realize 
some questions might be difficult for parents to answer so please feel comfortable with responding NA to 
those questions.  
 
We need your self-study responses to enable us to move to the planning part of this program.  The self 
study is part one and then once the responses have been tallied we move into part two which is the plan 
for improvement.  Your responses will help us to build on strengths and plan for improvement in part two 
of the process. 
 
Please complete the self-study of our school by October 14, 2011 
 
Please be sure to visit the Connection website for a link to the self-study PDF.  Or, you may also pick up a 
copy of the self-study in the offices at both campuses.  Please return your responses to the main school 
office at both campuses or send to school with your child’s teacher. 
Remember Excellence is a process! 
 
Sincerely, 
Merry Tilleson, A.P. LHCS 
 
Reminder About Drop-Off and Pick-Up Locations at Lower Campus 
 
We need your help. We need to eliminate some confusion at the 4:00 pick up time. We are asking you to 
please wait for your child on the grass between Chowen and Drew on 41st Street. Do not wait for your 
child outside door 6. Our teachers will get into a routine as to where to look for you as they walk to the 
buses along 41st Street and Chowen. Please be good role models for all our children and cross the street 
where there is a cross walk.  
 
Thanks for your help.  
Jan Parrish, administrator. 
 
Attention Parents!  Innisbrook Fundraiser Begins NEXT Tuesday! 
One of Lake Harriet Community School PTA’s largest fundraisers of the year begins on Tuesday, 
September 13 and ends Tuesday, September 27.  
 
Your youngest or only student will be bringing home the fundraiser materials in an Innisbrook envelope 
Tuesday, September 13. Please look for it and review the contents with your student(s). 
 
What’s the Innisbrook Fundraiser, you say? LHCS PTA uses Innisbrook gift wrap and gifts and Helen 
Grace chocolates as their partner in raising funds to support PTA funded staff salaries, enrichment 
programs, classroom grants, and teacher stipends. LHCS students and families sell and purchase items 
from these company’s catalogs or online store and up to 50% of the proceeds gets paid to LHCS PTA! 
 
We understand that there is less disposable income and that it is difficult to ask your friends and family to 
make unnecessary purchases. Don’t ask them to purchase anything they wouldn’t really use or wouldn’t 
have purchased from another source. But DO ask yourselves and them to purchase what you/they will 
use, what you/they would be purchasing to give to family, friends, associates, employees, service 
providers, or teachers as gifts this year! Doesn’t it make more sense to purchase these items from a 
company that you know gives back up to 50% of the sales to your student(s) school? 
 
We appreciate your support of LHCS! 
Questions? Contact Lori Bakken, Innisbrook Fundraiser Coordinator, at Loribakken@comcast.net or 
(612) 812-0868. 
 
MATHCOUNTS 
Do you like math puzzles and brain-teasers? Are you interested in learning how to solve challenging math 



problems? If so, consider joining MATHCOUNTS!  
 
MATHCOUNTS is a before-school math club for all interested students in grades 6-8. We’ll investigate 
ways to approach and solve problems and have fun in the process. MATHCOUNTS will meet every 
Wednesday from 8:30 a.m. to 9:20 a.m. in Room 208, starting on Wednesday, September 28. The 
program will run until mid-March.  
 
To learn more or sign up, contact Joe Lazur at joe.lazur@aonhewitt.com or Madalyn Cioci at 
joemadalyn@earthlink.net or check us out on the LHCS web-site. 
 
 
Volunteers needed for the 7th grade Youth Frontiers Retreat 
We need 15-20 volunteers to help with the 7th grade Youth Frontiers Retreat on Friday, Sept. 9th.  
Volunteers will need to help all day from 10:15 until 4:00 and will be responsible for a small group of 
students off and on all day.  The more volunteers we get, the smaller the student groups will be.   
 
The retreat is in the school gym and training is provided at 10:15 before the retreat begins.  This is an 
energetic, exciting retreat that focuses on building courage within students, and team building.  
Volunteers should wear comfortable clothing and bring a lunch. If 7th grader's parents volunteer, we will 
not put them in a small group with their child. Thank you.   
 
If you need more info. please email me, Cindy Matsumoto, middle school language arts teacher, at 
cynthia.matsumoto@mpls.k12.mn.us. 
 
  
Join the LHCS Green Team! 
  
Join the LHCS Green Team and support organics recycling in the LHCS lower campus cafeteria.  Volunteers 
help the kids separate organics (food scraps, paper, and cardboard) from the rest of their lunch trash.  
The time commitment is two lunch periods per month (11:25-1:40).   
 
If you can help, please contact Erika Soderberg 
(erikas@visi.com).   This is a fun and easy program that has a real impact --on our kids and on our 
planet! 
  
Community News: 

Cub Scout Pack 46 Invites You to Join!  

For over 50 years, Pack 46 has been serving our neighborhoods and giving our 1st-5th grade boys a 
complete scouting experience through Den and Pack activities, camping, a strong community service 
commitment, and much more.  

To learn more about becoming a Cub Scout, come to “Join Scouting Night” on Wed. Sept. 14th, 6:30-7:30 
pm at the Linden Hills Park Recreation Center. 

Mandarin Club 
 
Welcome back to the new school year.  Mandarin Club is offered in both lower campus and upper campus 
in the school year 2011-2012. For program information, please visit 
http://www.sleepytigers.com/Sleepy_Tigers/Programs/Entries/2011/8/13_Mandarin_Club.html 
 
You can enroll at http://www.sleepytigers.com/Sleepy_Tigers/Enroll.html.  
If you have any questions, please contact Juliet Lee at 6129866010 or juliet@sleepytigers.com  
 
Mandarin Club Schedule: Sep 26th, 2011-May 18th, 2012  
 



The schedule will follow each school holiday/release days.  
Locations: *Lake Harriet Community School Lower Campus  
Instructor: Juliet Lee, Ivy Flanders 4030 Chowen Ave S Minneapolis, MN 55410  
Monday & Wednesday 4:00-5:00 pm  
 
*Lake Harriet Community School Upper Campus Instructor: Ivy Flanders 4912 Vincent Ave S Minneapolis, 
Minnesota 55410  
Tuesday & Thursday 4:15-5:15 pm  
 
*Bryn Mawr Elementary Instructor: Ivy Flanders 252 Upton Ave S Minneapolis, MN 55405  
Tuesday 2:10-3:10pm, grades k-2  
Thursday 2:10-3:10pm, grades 3-5  
 
*Ramalynn Montesorri Academy Instructor: Yi Cao 8800 Queen Ave So Bloomington, MN 55431 
Wednesday 4:30-5:30pm Friday 3:40-4:40pm 
 
Community News is news submitted by the LHCS community; it is not school sponsored. 
 
2011 - 12 Connection Contacts: 
Anna Mraz:  anna1028@gmail.com 
Gwen Spurgat:  gwen.spurgat@objectpartners.com 
 
Published every Tuesday.  Deadline for submission is 4pm the preceding Thursday. 
 
Submissions:  email to anna1028@gmail.com or use the online submission form at: 
 
http://lakeharriet.mpls.k12.mn.us/connection1.html.   
 
Please try to limit each submission to approximately 150 words in length.   


