
Good news LHCS families: the planning/design phase has begun for the addition to the LHCS 

lower campus.  This is the first community update from the Construction Site Committee.  The 

purpose of this update is to share the information presented at the first public forum meeting 

that was held on November 29th, 2011.  David Richards, MPS Facilities Department Planning 

Manager, spoke at the public forum and provided the following information: 

  

Key facts about the construction: 

Construction Completion Date: Summer 2013 

Construction Start Date: Summer 2012 

Architectural Design Firm: Luken Architecture 

Budget:  $11 Million whole project budget (Which leaves a bit more than $7M for construction, 

$4M for design, project management, etc) 

 

Key facts from Facilities: 

• Lower Campus currently has 12 core classrooms (classrooms used for core instruction, 

not including specialist or special ed. rooms, offices, or Minneapolis Kids spaces.  

• Goal is to add at least 14 new classrooms with the addition – which is really a net of 10 

additional rooms, once the 4 rooms of the portables are removed. 

• LHCS is being prototyped against a 5 kindergarten classroom model with K-3 at lower 

campus.  This means there would be a classroom for 5 classes per grade (K-3) at the 

lower campus. Although it is not necessarily the immediate plan, the new design will 

accommodate 5 all-day kindergartens in preparation for the future. 

• With the addition, there will be a total of 20 classrooms for core grade instruction.  It 

has not been decided at this point in the design process exactly how the additional 

classrooms will be allocated.  The site committee will provide input to the steering 

committee on the both the essential and desired elements for these addition 

classrooms. 

• While this list is not complete, the current list of essential elements include space for: 

art, music, Special Ed., Minneapolis Kids, expansion space for “bubble” grades-where 

the enrollment of one particular grade is high enough for an additional classroom.  

• Some other desired elements of an addition overall are: bigger cafeteria, new common 

space, additional toilets, office space.  

• The MPS Facilities Department estimates the construction will almost double the size of 

the lower campus, as the completed building space might be around 61,000 square feet. 

 

Summary of Discussion Points from the public forum: 

• At this stage of the design, there is not a final answer on how the design will address 

future higher enrollment needs beyond 5 classrooms per grade for K-3 or grades 4-8.   In 

the next phase of the design, the steering committee will work through scenarios on 

how the design might accommodate a “bubble” year like the current 2nd grade year.    

The architects will address ways to leverage the space in the lower campus to 

accommodate a bubble class year (6 classrooms for a grade) within the lower campus.  

The steering committee will also provide recommendation on how a “bubble class” can 

flow through the upper campus. 

• In the next phase of design, the steering committee will provide more information on 

the upper campus plans for space with the move of 3rd grade to the lower campus.  



Specifically the ability to accommodate orchestra, gifted and talented space needs, 

foreign language, advanced math, etc. 

• Facilities provided a comparison of current classroom enrollment against the 5 full day 

kindergarten model.  

• Minnesota standards for school size recommend 145 sq ft/student.  Lower campus is 

currently at 83 sq ft for our K-2 students (currently 392) and upper campus is at 117 sq 

ft/student.  In the next phase of design, the facilities/steering committee will be able to 

provide more accurate estimates on the increase of square ft per student for lower and 

upper with the addition. 

• The construction plan is to start work in summer 2012.  Given the soil conditions at the 

lower campus, there will need to be pilings installed for the addition.  The current plan is 

to complete this (noisy) work over the summer when school is not in session.   It has not 

been determined what the plan is for the Minneapolis Kids summer program at this 

time.  It is dependent upon where the addition will be located on the grounds. 

• The design will use many of the LEED sustainability standards for green initiatives.  

However, given the tight timelines of project, certification will not be part of the project. 

• Ideas were brought up around partnering with water shed district for storm water, 

lighting replacement, getting students involved with providing input on design, including 

community building/art focused elements into the design (ie: murals, featured art 

space) 

• There will be a meeting with the City of Minneapolis to discuss requirements about 

building height, setbacks, storm water management, etc.  

 

Please note that all questions brought up at the public forum could not be answered at that 

time.  This is typical for this phase of the design process.  Once there are more solid design 

concepts, the committees will be able to provide more detail on what can and cannot be 

included given the budget and time constraints.   The goal is to focus on maximizing the 

construction dollars to address essential space needs to accommodate the student population.  

The committees will be looking for ways to design the space so it can accommodate any future 

“bubbles” in student enrollment.  

 

Key Next Steps: 

• Space Planning/Alignment is the next key phase of the design.  This includes identifying 

the essential needs of the students and staff in the building and how the spaces would  

be used.  The result of this phase will be used to determine specifically what rooms will 

be needed. 

• Next scheduled meetings for Site Committee are on 12/13 and 1/10. 

• Next scheduled meetings for Steering Committee are on 12/6, 12/20 and 1/17.  

• There will be at least one more public forum meeting.  Mid-January might be a good 

time for this – but the Date/location is still TBD. 

 

Joel Stensrud, a Construction Site Committee member and LHCS Site Council member, has 

agreed to gather community questions and ask them on the Community’s behalf at the Site 

Committee meetings.  He will compile the Q/A and post them on the school website.  Please 

send your thoughtful questions to Joel at : jstensrud@comcast.net 


